
Phonetic Skills and Spelling Words in Penny’s Reading Program (each set builds on previous): 

 
Set I: a, m, t, s, c, d, h, o, g, r, b, n, p, i 

Sight words: and, is, a, the, can [Bob 1-6] 
 

Set 2: u, e, j, w, f [Bob Books 7-10] 

Sight words: has, of, off, if, got, I, to, us 
 

Set 3: l, k, x, v, y, z [Bob Books 11-12] 

Sight words: do, into, onto, you, he, me, be, 
we, was, tell 
 

Set 4: Adjacent consonants 

Sight words: as, his, with, went, have, said, 
help, must, stop 
 

Set 5: qu, ck, sh  

Sight words: she, from, by, my, try, come, 
some, live, give 
 

Set 6: Word families: ing, ang, ung, ong (ing is 
also used as a suffix) 

Sight words: along, song 
 

Set 7: Word families: all, ind, ild, old, ost, alk 

Sight words: also, all, call, small, ind, find, told, 
most, almost, both, talk, walk 
 

Set 8: th, ee, ch, tch 

Sight words: this, that, them, then, than, they, 
there, their, much, such, see, seem, three, 
between, something, children 
 

Set 9: wr and CVCe 

Sight words: make, place, name, came, like, 
time, write, these, those, here, five 

 

Set 10: or, ar, er 

Sight words: her, for, other, mother, number, 
water, after, hard, are, were, part, over 
 

Set 11: wh, kn 

Sight words: which, when, white, where, what, 
why, any, many 

 
Set 12: ai, ay 

Sight words: say, play, today, away, always, air, 
one, two, again 

 
Set 13: ir, ur, ear, wor 

Sight words: first, girl, word, work, world, early, 
earth, learn, heard, turn 
 

Set 14: oa, oe 

Sight words: begin, began, been, want, can’t, 
isn’t, don’t 
 

Set 15: ow (as in how) 

Sight words: how, now, down, brown 
 

Set 16: ow (as in grow) 

Sight words: grow, know, low, own, shown, 
below, follow, yellow 
 

Set 17: oo (as in book) 

Sight words: look, took, book, good, wood, 
would, could, should, put 
 

Set 18: oo (as in school) 

Sight words: soon, food, school, too, people, 
little, move 

 



Set 19: ou (as in out) 

Sight words: our, out, about, sound, found, 
around, house, without, mountain 
 

Set 20: suffix ed 
Add the suffix ed to form past tense. Rules: If 
word is one syllable with one vowel and one 
ending consonant, double the final consonant 
before adding a suffix that begins with a vowel. 
(Never double an x.) If a word ends with a 
silent e, drop the e before add ed or any suffix 
that starts with a vowel. 

Sight words: wanted, waited, played, liked, 
quizzed, jumped, hopped, hoped 
 

Set 21: igh, ie 

Sight words: high, light, right, night, very, 
every, until, often 
 

Set 22: ea (as in sea) 

Sight words: sea, eat, each, teach, read, year, 
near, hear, clear, clean, mean, real, leave 
 

Set 23: ea (as in bread and as in break) 

Sight words: bread, head, great, bear, wear, 
only, study, family, body, music 
 

Set 24: dge, ph, gu 

Sight words: edge, phone, guest, carry, once, 
love, above 
 

Set 25: aw, au 

Sight words: saw, draw, because, idea, does, 
doesn’t, friend, pretty 
 

Set 26: oy, oi 

Sight words: boy, oil, point, open, even, 
sentence 

 

Set 27: ew, ui 

Sight words: new, few, animal, America, 
country, blue, orange, eye, city 
 

Set 28: remaining ou or ough words  

Sight words: four, though, although, through, 
group, thought, thoughtful, bought, brought, 
fought, dough, fourth, fourteen, enough, 
coughing, thorough, thoroughly 

 


